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Recently the Shawnee County District Court 
ruled on Amerigroup’s challenge to be 
reconsidered as a KanCare managed care 
organization (MCO), stating that KDHE may 
proceed with the newest MCO, Aetna. Despite 
the distraction this challenge created, KDHE has 

prepared all along for a Jan. 1, 2019 implementation of the new 
contracts. Aetna has a long history of serving Kansans and serving as a 
managed care provider in other states. We are confident that KanCare 
members have three great options to consider when selecting their MCO. 

*** 

KDHE held an open meeting with Wichita residents regarding the issue of 
groundwater contamination resulting from the former Four Seasons Dry 
Cleaners. We will be meeting with residents and other concerned 
individuals regarding the former American Cleaners groundwater 
contamination in Haysville. It is important to note that KDHE is working 
on remediating the contamination from the dry-cleaning sites. KDHE’s 
Bureau of Environmental Remediation 
has a proposed remedy which they 
hope to implement by the end of 2018. 
KDHE will be conducting additional 
testing to ensure there is no additional 
exposures and in the meantime, 
everyone within the area of concern is 
connected to city water and there is no 
risk of consuming contaminated water. 

*** 

Approximately seven percent of Kansans use well water for drinking. 
KDHE is in the process designing an outreach to these Kansans to make 
sure they know the importance of testing their systems, and the best 
methods for getting their water tested. We look forward to rolling out 
these materials soon and will keep you updated. 

View all of the KDHE Legislative Updates online at: http://www.kdheks.gov/administration/index.html 

U p c o m i n g  
E v e n t s  

October 22, Haysville 

Public Availability for Former 

American Cleaners  

Groundwater Contamination 

 

November 1-2 Wichita 

2018 Breastfeeding  

Conference 

 

November 7-9 Wichita 

Governor’s Conference for the  

Prevention of Child Abuse and  

Neglect  

 

November 15 Topeka 

Kansas Opioid Conference 

 

Click here to visit our  

Newsroom for more! 

Medicaid and Water 
By Secretary Jeff Andersen 

R e c e n t  
N e w s  
R e l e a s e s  

Federal and State Agencies 

Address Rising Use of  

E-cigarettes  

Peer Support Program Now 

Available for Families with 

Children with Special Needs  

State of Kansas Raises 

Awareness of Stillbirths 
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Requests for assistance for a 

constituent or questions on 

legislative matters, please contact  

Liz Dunn: liz.dunn@ks.gov,  

785-207-3090. Questions about 

agency services, programs, or 

anything in this newsletter, please 

contact Gerald Kratochvil: 

gerald.kratochvil@ks.gov 

785-296-1317. 

Division of  Publ ic Heal th  
Count the Kicks 
 

The Kansas Count the Kicks® (CTK) stillbirth prevention 

initiative kicked off only a few short weeks ago, but it is already 

proving to be successful. From the start of the launch, through 

Oct 17, we have completed 122 orders for educational 

materials, with 375 expectant Kansas moms having 

downloaded and started using the free CTK app. 

Opioid Crisis 

KDHE was funded $2,434,248.00 through the "Public Health 

Emergency Response: Cooperative Agreement for Emergency 

Response: Public Health" to combat the Opioid Crisis. This 

funding is primarily for communities in Kansas to implement 

evidence-based prevention initiatives, develop community 

infrastructure and provide state-level surveillance. This is a one-

year funding cycle. This was an agency-level coordinated 

response across the Bureaus in the Public Health Division.  

 
D ivision of  Heal th  Care  Finance  
Medicaid 

State Medicaid Dir. Jon Hamdorf 

and Sec. Jeff Andersen sat 

down with KCUR’s Steve Kraske 

to discuss KanCare, how it 

operates and how it will work 

going forward. You can listen 

here.  

Division of  Environment  
E-15 

The BoA met with 20 State, federal. local and regional 

participants to discuss the requirements for introduction of E-15 

into the Kansas City metro area during the summer months. At 

this time, the use of E-15 is curtailed due to a Reid Vapor 

Pressure (RVP) restriction in the current regulations. This was 

an initial meeting to give all entities an opportunity to express 

their opinions on the impact of this action and what is the 

correct path forward. 

PFAS 

The BoW attended the PFAS Community Engagement event at 

Ft. Leavenworth. The EPA presented on current research and 

human health risks associated with PFAS, EPAs action items 

(including exploring a Maximum Contaminate Level (MCL) for 

two types of PFAS) and reported on the process for establishing 

a MCL. The purpose of the event was for the federal 

government to hear from stakeholders on what EPA’s role 

should be. Two states from Region 7 spoke—Missouri and 

Kansas. Kansas supports an MCL with appropriate waivers, 

while Missouri does not support a MCL largely due to the costs 

associated with testing.  

KHEL 

KDHE Laboratories (KHEL) was recognized for its participation 

in the Francisella tularensis PCR assay through a multicenter 

evaluation study at the 2018 Laboratory Response Network 

(LRN) National Meeting at the CDC in Atlanta. KHEL was one 

of only six states officially chosen to participate in the study. 

The Family Advisory Council, in partnership with 
KDHE, began the Supporting You program, a peer-to
-peer support network which will begin with families 
with children with special health care needs. 
 
The program will allow parents to talk with other 
individuals in program 
who have been through a 
similar experience, 
allowing them to share 
their experience and 
empathy. Learn more 
about the program 
through their introductory video. 

CONNECT 

WITH US 

https://www.instagram.com/kdhenews
https://twitter.com/KDHE
https://www.facebook.com/KDHEnews/
mailto:%20liz.dunn@ks.gov
mailto:%20gerald.kratochvil@ks.gov
http://www.kdheks.gov/health/index.html
https://twitter.com/JonHamdorf
https://twitter.com/JonHamdorf
http://bit.ly/2IF9m0d
http://bit.ly/2IF9m0d
http://www.kdheks.gov/environment/index.html
https://vimeo.com/294234385
https://vimeo.com/294234385

